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We are now well into the swing of things once again and your children have been extremely
busy, working hard and most certainly en joying all our new topics for this term.

In science, we have discussed the four seasons in greater detail and all the children should be
able to talk about the changes we might see as we move from winter to spring. They have also
created a montage of the four seasons with related pictures to show the differences.

I art, we talked about all the different weather symbols, and from this, created motifs using
a wide range of different materials to decht various weather types. The results were very
impressive — you, can view the wonderful work on my class page of the school website.

In RE. the children en joyed listening to a song You are a Star’ (apologies if some children
have been singing this at home — we couldn’t get the tune out of our heads last Fridayll) The
song thh[Lghts that we are all unique and should be accepted for who we are. From this, we
wrote our own verses by changing some of the lyrics.

Our geography work over the last couple of weeks has been about human and physical features
of the United Kingdom — this builds prior learning in year |. We have also focused on the
features and characteristics of a dty.

We have listened to and appraised various styles of music and found different ways to move
our bodies rhythmically to the beat of the music — the sessions have proved to be quite a
workout!

So far in ICT, the children have revised how to log in and out correctly on out school laptops
and have created their personal profiles with their own avatar. They will be accessing Purple
Mash regularly in these sessions. It would be helpful if all children could have their Purple



Mash login details with them in school on Thursdays — this should be in their diary. We do
have a master copy if they do not have it.

Your child may have mentioned that we are collecting small tissue or mini cereal boxes over the
next weeks in readiness for our project in Design and Technology next half term. The plan is
for the children to work in pairs to create a London taxi with fully working axles and wheels.
The boxes will make an excellent chassis! If you happen to have finished with any boxes described
above, | would be very 9mtefui if you could send them into school — thank you for the ones
that have already appeared!

| have been so impressed with the homework that many children have completed from their
topic grLdl There have been some amazing paintings, pictures and pieces of ertmgl We en joy
locking at each other’s work on a Friday morning and lots of teachers from Key stage 2 have

popped in to have a look. Theg are equal[g meressed with the cLu,alLtg of the children’s efforts!

Maths:

We completed our unit of work on money last week and all the children completed a short
assessment to check their understanding. Although working with money can prove to be quite
trLckg, | was mallg p[eased with the outcome of the assessment. As with all units, we will revisit
this again in the summer term. We have now started quite a lengthy unit of work on
multiplication and division. This focuses mainly on the 2, 5 and 10 times tables, introducing
the formal symbols and lots of doubling and halving. It would be very useful if you could
reinforce learning at home from time to time by asking your child to count backwards and
forwards in jumps of 2, 5 and |0 from different starting points or ask'mg them to double and
halve a. variety of even numbers. The previously mentioned Top Marks™ app is an excellent
resource to consolidate learning through games.

English.:

As well as spelling, handwriting and reading comprehensions, the children have been really

en joying our text Katie in London” which links perfectly to our current topic Bright Lights, Big
City". The story is about how two children experience all of the different landmarks of London
whilst riding on the back of a lion. So far, we have internalised the story through drama,
repetition and story maps. We have also looked at different ways to begin our sentences and
found alternative words for ‘said” to make our writing more interesting. All these skills will
then be applied to our hot write” story when we write about our own adventure in London over

the next week!

Spelling:
| have been very impressed with how well the children have pemcormed in their weekly spelling
tests. Although we do work on spellmg rules dwmg the week, | appreciate the suppor-t and

encouragement from home which is dearlg helpmg — thank gou,l



Reading:

Please continue to encourage your child to read at least three times a week and continue to
sign it in the diary pages of their planner — | really appreciate your support with this. As
alwags, | am quite happg for children to record their own home read’mg into their dLarg under

your supervision if this is easterﬂmw%ﬁummm&wmm

home or the Lmerg if theg wish to, but it is meortant that any readmg is still recorded in

Lalgt in Ih(g Year — Ih,a‘n‘k. ggQu‘ | will continue to be checkmg dLarLes every Fmdag and will

award, stickers as a reward for reqular reading. If books need changing in between your child’s

nominated book change day, they will need to let me know and | can organise an extra book.

Addit Inf .

o PE — Children will require an indoor kit for Tuesdag and FrLdag sessions (we now

have P.E. with Gordon on a Frtdag)
e Monday February 20™ _ Partake Theatre Workshop — Gireat Fire of London.
e Wednesday 29" March — Thursday 30™ March — Overnight residential visit to

Beaumanor Hall - information imminent!
e Please keep checkmg my class page of the school website for all information, photos and
updates.

Have a great weekend |

Mrs Giilbey



