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	Teachers: LW & LF
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	Date: 7/10/2016


	Dear Parent(s),

We’ve had such a great week this week! We have started a new Poetry unit. The children have been learning about a poem by Brian Moses called Aliens Stole My Underpants. We have discussed how some poems are written for humour and also rhyming patterns. We used the correct terminology to describe the poems e.g. stanzas and also recognised that the poems rhyming pattern was in a style of ABCB. The children performed, rewrote and redrafted their own versions! In numeracy the children have been learning about addition and subtractions and the strategies we can use to solve calculations. We learned that we can use our own brains, fingers, number lines and 100 square grids when solving problems. We also challenged the children to solve missing number problems using the inverse; understanding that we can find the difference by counting from the smaller number to the larger number when adding (12 + ___ = 21) or adding the two given numbers together when solving a subtraction calculation (__ - 3 = 12). 
Class 2 also took part in “No Pens Day Wednesday” this week which raises the awareness of speech, language and communication needs in partnership with the ‘Communication Trust’. We put down our pens, pencils and crayons and ran a morning of speaking and listening activities. The children truly shone with excellent collaboration, teamwork and resilience when using technology. Please see our twitter page for some examples of their No Pens Wednesday work. Here is the link to the Literacy work the children did using technology: https://padlet.com/lindsey_fisher/alienLW and https://padlet.com/lindsey_fisher/alienLF Please also follow us on twitter @StPetersEB as we try to post things as much as we can. We find this much easier to share images as the webpage takes up too much space on the page. 
This week’s family box was Freddie’s. Freddie shared his love of his favourite things including his favourite foods, including mushrooms! Freddie has an older brother called Oliver (who hates mushrooms!) and he said he has enjoyed his time without his older brother this week who is on residential! (  Freddie loves reading about sea life creatures and he shared an encyclopaedia about oceans. He showed us his favourite pages including a section on Great White Sharks. Freddie brought a picture of Australia as his Uncle Jim lives in Victoria. Freddie explained how his uncle sometimes sees kangaroos in his garden! Freddie’s mummy enjoys painting furniture and making things look pretty. Mummy is also expecting a baby so that is very exciting! Freddie has brought the baby a present – a My First Christmas baby bib! Freddie’s daddy has a yacht that he keeps in Torpoint, Devon and Freddie showed a model of what the yacht looks like. Please see the timetable on the classroom door which states the children who will be taking the Family Box home. We have Family Box time every Monday afternoon, next week it is Jacob Bodkin’s family box. Please could we ask that in the box you also include a carrier bag so that items can be returned home safely.
Dates to note:
· Indoor PE every Friday

· Outdoor PE every Tuesday

· Please could all children bring in a wooden spoon for our Design and Technology project; we will be making our designed puppet on Friday 23rd September. – PLEASE NOTE THIS HAS BEEN POSTPONED DUE TO GORDAN FEARN TAKING CLASS 2 FOR PE DURING FRIDAY MORNING. We will let you know when it will be needed in due course.

· Visit to Patchings for Y2 Poppy Art work on Friday 4th November morning only 

· INSET DAY ON FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 2016

SPAG TIPS: 
The children are taught a weekly SPAG session in addition to their daily literacy and letters & sounds. We thought it might be useful for you to know some of the spelling rules too:
Adding the suffix ‘ed’ (past) or ‘ing’ (present)  

· Most verbs we just add the above suffix ( ask ( asked/asking)

· If the final letter has a vowel before it, we double the final consonant and add the above suffix (hop ( hopped/hopping)

· If the word ends in an e then we drop the e and add the suffix (bake ( baked/baking). 

Adding es, ies or s (single to plural) 

· Most nouns we just add the ‘s’ (ball ( balls)

· When nouns end with sh, ch, s or x we add es to make plurals (fish ( fishes)

· When nouns end with y we drop the y and add ies to make plurals. (pony ( ponies)

· If there is a vowel before the y then s is added (monkey ( monkeys)

We have spent 2 weeks on each so far and will spend the rest of the half term revisiting each. These rules help children to understand and support them in their spelling. It’s tricky, but once the children know and understand it’ll help make spelling much easier.
Optional Poetry Homework – see additional information sheet. 

POETRY COMPETITION FOR 5-7 YEAR-OLDS
Create your own original poem inspired by animals’ with Poetry Safari! From wild animals and sea creatures to pets and dinosaurs, and write about any animal you choose. You could even create their own crazy creature! 
Prizes PUPILS 
Top 5 Little Poets Win An Animal Adoption Package 
· Certificate if selected for chosen books that are published 
· Bookmark for every entrant 
· Sticker for every entrant – can be ordered once entries are received
HOMEWORK: (a reminder see below)
As part of our ‘History of Nottingham’ topic we would like to set the children a project based around this. The project will entail children researching an element of Nottingham that has interested them. 
For example: 

· Nottingham Caves 

· Robin Hood

· Nottingham Forest Football Club/Notts County Football Club
· Nottingham Castle 

· History of transport from ‘then to now’ perspective.
We expect that this piece of work to be Take Care and to presented in a traditional ‘St. Peter’s’ way. This being either presented on a poster, as a 3D model with information attached a diagram or typed up with images.  Please do not bring in projects in any earlier than the deadline date as we want to ensure work is displayed together in our classroom and will spend time looking at each on the deadline date. 

Thank you for your continued support! ( 



	To be returned by:  Wednesday 19th October.


