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	Dear Parent(s),

What an excellent first full week the children have had. We have been really impressed by their mature attitudes and approach to work now that they are in Year 2. 
In Literacy we have begun reading You Choose  by Nick Sharratt, in which the children have produced some fantastic work. They have been learning how to use adjectives to describe the setting, characters and also our own likes (based on the theme of the book). We also learned about how to use speech marks correctly and some even attempted speech marks! In Numeracy we have been looking at counting on in 1s, 10s and 100s and place value. 

This week it was Miss Wright’s and Miss Fisher’s Family Box time. The children enjoyed looking at our photographs, objects, hearing about our families and what we enjoy doing out of school. This has hopefully given the children some ideas as to what to include when it is their turn. Please see the timetable on the classroom door which states the children who will be taking the Family Box home, up until half term. We have Family Box time every Friday, beginning Monday 12h Sept. Please could we ask that in the box you also include a carrier bag so that items can be returned home safely. Next week’s Family Box is Robert’s. 
Now the children are Year 2’s we will be setting the children regular homework. Homework will vary in content. We encourage children to complete homework either independently or with a parent. Some homework may not be required to be returned, this will be clearly stated. Homework may include either a numeracy worksheet, project, talking time, investigation or SPAG activity. Please see back page for further information re: SPAG homework. 
Dates to note:

· Indoor PE every Friday
· Outdoor PE every Tuesday
· Please could all children bring in a wooden spoon for our Design and Technology project; we will be making our designed puppet on Friday 23rd September. 

HOMEWORK THIS WEEK: 
Trace the members of both sides (if possible!) of your family back four generations (or more if you can!) This is as far back as your great grandparents. Remember to make a note of aunts, uncles and cousins.  Try to get first names and surnames (including maiden names if relatives have married) and years born and died if possible. Create a “Take Care” family tree using any medium you wish, this could be a computerised version or hand drawn - be as creative as you like.  Make it look incredible and unique to you!   
Many thanks, 

Miss Wright and Miss. Fisher 



	To be returned by:  Friday 16th September


SPAG 

As part of the new curriculum children are expected to understand and apply different grammatical, punctuation and language strategies. These areas of expectation are listed in the grid sectioned below. These strategies are taught during daily phonics and literacy sessions. We feel it is important that these concepts are supported and helped by parents at home to consolidate learning.  With this in mind, every so often we will set ‘SPAG’ (Spelling, punctuation and grammar) homework, this will help to consolidate what your child is expected to know and understand by the end of the year. Some weeks it might be a spelling focus, other weeks it might be punctuation or a grammar activity. We will try to include ‘helpful tips’ for parents in how best to tackle any misconceptions your child might have. 

	Word Structure 
	Sentence Structure 
	Text Structure 
	Punctuation 
	Key Vocabularly  for children.

	Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er 

Example:

Sad to sadness 

Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less 

Example:

Colour to colourful 

Use of the suffixes –er and –est to form comparisons of adjectives and adverbs 

Example:

Sadder to saddest 


	Subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Expanded noun phrases for description and specification (e.g. the butterfly ( the blue butterfly)

Sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 

	Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing.

Use of the continuous form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress (e.g. she is drumming, he was shouting) 
	Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences. 

Commas to separate items in a list.

Apostrophes to mark contracted forms in spelling
Example: 

Do not = Don’t 

I have = I’ve 
	verb, tense (past, present), adjective, noun, suffix, apostrophe, comma 




