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Welcome to Year 1!
	Welcome Message
I hope you have had a lovely summer and are now ready for your children to start the new school year, so welcome to Year 1! I’m sure lots of you may be anxious about your little one returning to school, so hopefully this letter will put you at some ease. I’m looking forward to getting to know you all and working together so that we have a very exciting and productive year. I hope you will enjoy the new challenges and approaches to learning that Year 1 has to offer.
Miss Brownley



	Transition from Reception to Year 1

Our aim is to ensure that the children experience a smooth transition from the Foundation Stage (Reception) to Key Stage One. The Year 1 curriculum builds upon and extends the experiences that children have had in Reception. Learning through play will continue to be an important part of the school day, and the children will gradually be eased into more formal learning as the year goes on so that they remain motivated, enthused and eager learners.
The adults working with your children are:

Miss Brownley – Year 1 Class Teacher

Miss Fisher – KS1 Teacher (working across Year 1 and 2)

Mrs Peach – Teaching Partner (full time)

Mrs Wale – Teaching Partner (part time)

Mrs Cox – Trainee Teaching Partner (Autumn term only)


	Useful Information
The school day starts at 8:35am and when the bell rings the children will need to line up over by the main Year 1 door to the classroom. They will create the first line which will be closest to the ‘Old Building’ (Victorian part of the site which is separate to the main school). The children will usually be collected by either myself (Miss Brownley) or Mrs. Peach. 

Your child will have been allocated a peg to hang their coats and PE bag, which is outside our classroom. They will also have been given a tray slot inside the classroom. Each morning they will put their coat on their peg, bring their book bag into the classroom, take our anything they need and put their book bag onto our *new for this year* bag trolley! We then wheel the trolley outside with all the bags in. They will be able to keep their pencil case, reading book and diary in their trays inside the classroom (please note; pencil cases are personal preference, we have everything they will need in the classroom). You will receive more information about diaries within the next few weeks.
Any letters or reply slips which need to be returned can be sent in with your child. They will be encouraged to remember to take these out of their book bag to promote independence. The children can put these in the register basket which will then be taken to the office. Each week I will send home a newsletter which will update you on any happenings in Year 1, any homework and will inform you of anything you need to be aware of. Office letters may be sent home by email so please ensure you are checking both your own inbox and your child’s book bag!
Outdoor PE will be on Tuesdays and Indoor PE on Wednesdays. Please ensure your children have appropriate PE kit for these sessions. Items of school PE kit can be purchased from the Office. As the weather gets colder, you may wish to send your child with warmer clothes to wear with their PE kit. Please ensure any items of clothing your children brings to school are labelled clearly with their name.


	Ted’s Diary
In Year 1 this year we will be creating a whole class teddy bear diary! Each Friday, the children will take home the class teddy bear (Ted) and his diary, and it will be their job to look after him for the whole week. We can’t wait to see what the children and Ted get up to! He’s really looking forward to coming home with you and meeting your family. There will be a rota on our notice board (in the cloakroom) so that you can have a look when he will be coming home with your child. This week Ted is spending time at Miss. Brownley’s house!    


	Reading books

We will listen to the children read at various points throughout the week through guided reading, 1:1 reading and during Lexia (online reading programme), and will change books on a Monday and Thursday.  


	A final note…

I am available to see parents or guardians after school if you have any queries or problems (during the morning I am usually busy preparing for the day ahead so this is not normally the best time to catch me). This can be by appointment if you would like to discuss your child in detail or just pop in if it is a general query. If getting into school is difficult I am also happy to talk over the phone. I look forward to teaching your child this year!

Miss Brownley



